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Newsletter Number 26                                                                                  Friday 27th March 2026  
 

******************************************** 
This week’s news 

It has been a wonderful term of learning and enjoyment at Thorpe Primary School. I 
would like to thank the fantastic Thorpe team for everything they have provided for 
our school community. 

This week has been equally busy and last Saturday I was very proud to see 21 children 
represent the school so well at the ESPSAA Cross Country event at Notre Dame School. 
It was a great event, and every child achieved personal success in this highly 
competitive competition featuring 19 other schools. Each race included around 100 
runners, and our children thrived in this environment. Henry from Year 4 summed it 
up perfectly: “It was fun running with so many other children and it was very muddy.” 

  

Staying with sport, I would also like to congratulate our school football team, who won 
their final match of the season 11–3, taking us through to the borough finals. A 
fantastic achievement for our small school. Sam said, “We worked hard for the victory 
today and we played better than all the teams we have faced so far.” 

 

Thorpe Church of England Primary School  
Faith, Love and Excellence  

Our Vision 
Through Christ, we will flourish together with Faith, Love and Excellence 

mailto:admin@thorpe.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.thorpe.surrey.sch.uk/


_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Bence, Rosemary Lane, Thorpe, Egham, Surrey TW20 8QD 

T. 01932 562329 Email. admin@thorpe.surrey.sch.uk Website. www.thorpe.surrey.sch.uk  
 

 

Our thanks go to Fr Stephen and the school’s Worship Committee for preparing three Easter 
services this week, held at either St Mary’s Church or in school. The focus was on symbols 
used to tell the Easter story through song, prayer, and reflection. It is a special time in the 
Christian calendar, and it was told so beautifully by our children.  Please see below the 
details of the Easter Services at St Marys over Easter. 

 

Attendance figures are gradually rising week on week and the summer months, with less 
illness, will hopefully help us reach our school target of 95%. Congratulations to the 76 
children who received certificates for achieving 96% attendance or higher. After Easter, we 
will be introducing a new initiative to support children whose attendance is below 90%, 
identified under Department for Education guidance as “persistently absent.” I will be 
contacting these families separately after Easter to outline how we can work together to 
improve attendance across the school. 

On Friday 24th April, the school will hold a Daffodil Dash in support of the Marie Curie 
charity. Each class will aim to complete a collective marathon, with children walking or 
running a mile each to contribute towards the 26.2-mile total. Sponsorship forms will be 
distributed after the Easter holidays. This promises to be a wonderful event supporting a 
very important cause.  

Congratulations to our Bake Off winners, Kai Year 4 and Charlie Year 1, for their amazing 
cakes. Thank you also to all parents who supplied cakes for the sale, helping to raise an 
incredible £300 for FOTSA. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 

Thanks goes to FOTSA for giving all the children an Easter egg as a final day treat. What a 
lovely way to end the term. May I take this opportunity to wish you all a fabulous break. 
Enjoy your time with your families, and we look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 
13th April. 

Joe Blaney & The Thorpe Team 

Finally, I would like to recognise our Lead 
Learners, who presented so eloquently at TASIS 
while thanking them for their donation of 
drama workshops during World Book Day week. 
Well done to Charlotte and William, you 
represented Thorpe so proudly. 
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Owls and Early Birds Update 
 
We are pleased to announce that our wraparound provision continues to be in a strong position in 
comparison to the autumn term. It is becoming increasingly popular on certain evenings, so we may 
need to cap numbers at 24 for the summer months. We therefore encourage you to book in advance to 
secure your child(ren)’s place. 
 
Following discussions with Parent Voice, the school has decided to make some small adjustments to 
the snacks provided at Owls Club. Children attending the first hour will receive a light snack before 
leaving at 4:15pm. Those staying for the second hour will be provided with a more substantial snack - 
such as wraps, pitta bread, sandwiches, along with fruit and raw vegetables at around 4:30pm. 
Collection for the second hour will continue to be before 5:30pm. 
 
We are delighted that this provision is supporting our working parents last term and we hope to see 
continued growth in the summer term. 
 
I would like to thank all the Earlybird and Owl Club staff, especially Mrs Sevier and Mrs Sims, for their 
continued commitment to providing such interesting and stimulating wrap around school care. 

Swimming at Thorpe 
 
After Easter we will begin preparations to open the school pool. In previous years, the school received a 
grant to help cover some of the costs of running the pool and funding a swimming instructor. 
Unfortunately, this grant is no longer available. 
 
We would therefore like to inform you in advance that we will need all families to contribute financially 
towards the cost of swimming at Thorpe. The school is not in a financially viable position to continue 
covering these expenses as it has done in the past. 
 
We anticipate that with the support of all families, the cost of these swimming sessions will be in line 
with, or potentially lower than those offered by other organisations in the community. 
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A warm welcome is extended to everyone for services at St Mary's over 

the Easter period. The two that are particularly family focussed are at 

11am on Good Friday when we will be walking around St Mary’s looking at 

images of ’stations of the cross’, singing and doing activities and on Easter 

Sunday when we have a festival service to celebrate new life through 

Christ. Meanwhile I wish you all a very happy and blessed Easter. 

Father Stephen 
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New Summer 2026 Menu 
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The cost of KS2 meals is 

29 days @ £2.90= £84.10 
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Attendance Impact 

 
Class Attendance Academic Week to Date - goal 100% 

 

 

 

 

 
Punctuality Impact 

Gates open between 8.35-8.40am Registration: 8.40-8.45am 

If you arrive between 8.50am and 9.30am, you will be marked late 

If you arrive after 9.30am you will be marked as an unauthorised absence, (10 unauthorised will incur a fine) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

100% • No days missed                                                       Excellent

98% • 4 days missed                                                                Impressive

97% • 6 days missed                                                                        Good

96% • 7 days missed                                                                              On target

95% • 9 days missed                                                                                    Slight concern

93% • 13 days missed                                                                                        Concerned

90% • 20 days missed                                                                                            Very concerned

85% • 30 days missed                                                                                                     Serious concern

• 82%Topaz Y6

• 94%Amber Y5

• 86%Garnet Y4

• 94%Amethyst Y3

• 98%Ruby Y2

• 90%Emerald Y1

• 89%Sapphire YR

The same as missing 3 school days a year5 mins late each day

The same as missing 6 school days a year10 mins late each day

The same as missing 9 school days a year 15 mins late each day

Attendance 
this week 

 
91% 

 
 

Attendance 
this year 

 
92% 

 

Please be aware that a Penalty Notice may be issued by Surrey County Council per parent, 
per child for 5 or more days of unauthorised absence (these do not need to be consecutive). 
Notices are £160 per child (reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days) 

See the school website under ‘Attendance’ for full details. Full notice below. 
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