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Friday 8st May 2026        Newsletter Number 30 

Thank you to everyone who attended Parent Voice this morning. There were many interesting points raised, 
and I will share a summary of the key discussions as an attachment to next week’s newsletter. 

The school has now received 73% of deposits for swimming after half term. Thank you to those parents and 
carers who have made this commitment. We have decided that we will open the pool this year, even though 
we are currently facing a shortfall of over £3,000. To help reduce costs, the school has avoided employing 
teaching assistants to accompany classes during swimming sessions. Thank you to those parents who have 
already volunteered. Attached is our current swimming timetable. If you are able to help, please contact the 
school office to volunteer, as we may need to begin the DBS process to make this possible. 

The Year 2 teaching team 
delivered an exciting and 
memorable African Day 
today — a creative 
celebration of African art, 
cookery, music and 
dance, folk tales, and 
jewellery making. Further 

images from this wonderful day will be shared during the Ruby Class assembly on Wednesday 20 May.  

Next Friday will see the class finals of Thorpe’s Got Talent. We look forward to seeing the children showcase 
their creative skills, either individually or as part of a group. Winners will then compete in the whole-school 
finals on Friday 22 May, and three acts will earn the opportunity to perform for the community at the FOTSA 
Summer Fete on Saturday 6 June. 

I am sorry to announce that Mrs Warren will be leaving the school at the end of this academic year. She has 
been offered a unique opportunity to work as a consultant supporting schools in the delivery of phonics for 
the White Knight Group. Mrs Warren has spent 12 years at Thorpe and will be greatly missed. She has been a 
wonderful Key Stage 1 teacher and has played an important role in driving the English curriculum forward 
across the school. We wish her every success in this exciting new opportunity, and we will say goodbye to her 
properly as we approach the end of the summer term. 

Finally, I would like to wish all of our Year 6 children the very best for their SATs tests next week. They have 
worked tremendously hard in preparing for this important milestone. Good luck to each and every one of you, 
and thank you to the Year 6 team for preparing our children so well for this process. 

 

Joe Blaney and Thorpe Team 

Thorpe Church of England Primary School  
Faith, Love and Excellence  

Our Vision 
Flourishing with God and our neighbour through Faith, Love and Excellence 
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Next week in school…. 
 

Monday 11th-14th  
Year 6 SATS.  Special Breakfast Club available for Topaz Class 8-8.15am. 
 
Wednesday 13th   Governors Meeting of Teaching and Learning Committee 1.15pm. 
 
Friday 15th  Thorpe’s Got Talent class finals – 3 acts to be selected to appear at the Fair on 6th 
June  

 

 

Our values are 

rooted in 

prayerful faith 

in God 
 

HONESTY 

EMPATHY 

AIM HIGH 

RESPECT 

TRUST 

This Week’s Achievements 
         

Year R    Vanya      

Year 1    Charlie    

Year 2    Dolly    

Year 3    Freddy    

Year 4    Eliana   

Year 5    Jessica    

Year 6    George      

 
  

Team Points 
Mars Saturn Venus Neptune 

80 68 83 75 

Team points are awarded for excellent attitudes 

towards learning and excellent behaviour attitudes.  

Well done everyone for working hard to earn 

teams points.  Well done Venus for winning over 

all this week! 
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Attendance Impact 

 

Class Attendance Academic Year to Date - goal 100% 

 

 

 

 

 
Punctuality Impact 

Gates open between 8.35-8.40am Registration: 8.40-8.45am 

If you arrive between 8.50am and 9.30am, you will be marked late 

If you arrive after 9.30am you will be marked as an unauthorised absence, (10 unauthorised will incur a fine) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

• 79%Topaz Y6

• 86%Amber Y5

• 96%Garnet Y4

• 94%Amethyst Y3

• 90%Ruby Y2

• 90%Emerald Y1

• 90%Sapphire YR

The same as missing 3 school days a year5 mins late each day

The same as missing 6 school days a year10 mins late each day

The same as missing 9 school days a year 15 mins late each day

Attendance 
this week 

 
90% 

 
 

Attendance 
this year 

 
92% 

 

Please be aware that a Penalty Notice may be issued by Surrey County Council per parent, 
per child for 5 or more days of unauthorised absence (these do not need to be consecutive). 
Notices are £160 per child (reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days) 

See the school website under ‘Attendance’ for full details. Full notice below. 
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Volunteers required – Please contact the FOTSA to lend a hand! 
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 https://authorfy.com/masterclasses/meltaylorbessent/     Use this link to find out more 
about Mel Taylor-Bessent – one of Thorpe School’s favourite authors.   
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As Children’s Commissioner, I am writing to ask you to ensure all of your children 
complete my new survey, The Big Future. 
Under the Children Act 2004, it is my role to promote the views and interests of children 
in England, and I have done this so far by conducting the two largest ever children’s 
surveys: The Big Ask and The Big Ambition. 

Now, for the first time, hundreds of thousands of children will be eligible to vote in the 
next general election, the biggest change to the franchise in half a century. Yet just one 
in five children say politicians listen to them. That’s why I’m launching my final survey, 
The Big Future. 

Your students should complete the survey 
here: http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture. 
I want to make sure that I hear from as many children as possible, aged 0-18, from all 
backgrounds, in all schools and colleges, and in every part of the country. To do that, I 
need your help. 

I am asking children about the changes they want to see in their communities, their 
biggest concerns, and their hopes for the future. More than anything, I want to know 
what they think a good childhood should look like today. 

I am asking you to share the survey with all the children, parents and carers in your 
school or college community. Schools and colleges that achieve high participation rates 
will receive formal recognition for their contribution to amplifying children’s voices and 
encouraging civic engagement, and a summary of their pupils’ responses. 

To support you to do this, I have created a pack of resources which include an 
introductory video, a lesson plan, and FAQs, which are available on my website. I 
would be grateful if you could ensure that every child in your school or college 
has taken part before the deadline of Friday 23 October. 
I will be publishing my findings next year, and they will be used to advocate at the 
highest level for solutions that children want to see, to the problems that they tell me are 
most important to them. 

Thank you for your support. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dame Rachel de Souza 

Children’s Commissioner 
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