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Friday 4th September 2026        Newsletter Number 1 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to our first newsletter of the academic year. It has been a busy and exciting week, and I am 
delighted to say that all of the children have settled in incredibly well. It has been wonderful to see the 
enthusiasm and positivity around the school. The children are looking very smart in their uniforms, and it has 
been great to see many pupils wearing the new technical PE shirts and jumpers. 
As a reminder, children must be able to remove their own stud earrings independently for PE lessons. We 

are unable to tape earrings during PE, so please ensure that only small stud earrings are worn to school. 
Necklaces should not be worn. 
 
Congratulations to Alex, Qasim and Grace, who have been appointed as our Lead Learners for this academic 

year. Next week, our Year 6 pupils will take part in a democratic election process to appoint this year's House 
Captains. Once these roles have been established, we will also be seeking members for the School Council 
and the Prayer Committee. These positions will be open to children across Years 1 to 6, and I would 
encourage all pupils to consider putting themselves forward. Leadership opportunities such as these help 
children develop confidence, responsibility and teamwork skills while making a valuable contribution to our 
school community. 
 
Next week will also see the launch of our first Reading Raffle of the year. Children who read at home at least 
three times during the week will be entered into the draw, which will take place during Collective Worship 

next Friday. Please continue to support your child's reading at home by signing their reading record and 
encouraging a love of books. Reading does not always need to involve sitting down together for a dedicated 
one-to-one session. Listening to your child read aloud while you are preparing dinner or travelling can be 
equally valuable. It is also helpful to ask a few comprehension questions about what they have read or 
encourage them to predict what might happen next in the story. 
 
Earlier this week I shared our School Development Plan for the year. Many of you will have noticed that one 
of our key priorities is to further strengthen behaviour and attendance. I will be sharing more information 
next week regarding Surrey's attendance guidance. Last year, our attendance levels were significantly below 
both national and county averages, falling below the expected 95%. One of the biggest factors affecting our 
overall attendance has been the number of term time absences through holidays. 
 

If your child is absent for any reason, please ensure you notify the school through Studybugs as early as 
possible. This helps us account for all children promptly and reduces the amount of administrative time 
spent contacting families. Your cooperation and support are greatly appreciated. 
 
Homework grids and class newsletters will be shared next week. As part of our ongoing curriculum 
development, we are making some changes to our spelling provision. From this year, pupils in Key Stage 2 
will move from Spelling Shed to Classroom Secrets for their weekly spelling activities. While this means there 
will no longer be online spelling games, staff have agreed that the programme provides words that are more 
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closely aligned to pupils' learning and curriculum needs. Children will receive a weekly paper list of spellings 
to learn at home. 
 
Pupils in Year 2 will continue to learn spellings linked to their phonics programme. If you have any questions 

regarding spellings, please speak to your child's class teacher. 
 
Finally, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Mrs Christine Manning, one of our dedicated Teaching 
Assistants in Reception. Throughout her time at Thorpe, Mrs Manning has created many stunning pieces of 
artwork that enrich our school environment. Over the summer, she completed an inspirational mural 
developed by last year's Prayer Committee. The mural has been created to celebrate our Christian 
distinctiveness and now takes pride of place in our entrance hall. 
 
It beautifully reflects our school vision, "Flourishing with God and neighbour through Faith, Love and 
Excellence," and showcases our values of Honesty, Empathy, Aiming High, Respect and Trust, reminding us of 
the character and attitudes we want all children to demonstrate each day. This artwork has become a true 
centrepiece of our school and perfectly captures who we are as a community. I am sure you will agree that it 

is a truly stunning addition to Thorpe Primary School. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, and I wish you all a wonderful weekend. 
 

Mr Joe Blaney 

Headteacher 

  

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of St Mary’s Church can I welcome you all for this new term and 

especially those children and families who are new to the school. As the local 

parish church we enjoy a very good relationship with the school which involves 

visits to the church, volunteers helping children with reading and gardening and I 

myself lead Tuesday Collective Worship, join staff briefings and visit classes. 

 

 At St Mary’s we aim as much as possible to have the different generations meeting 

and worshipping together, adults, young people and children. We have a Family  

 

 
Club that meets on the First Sunday of the month at 4pm; an informal fun 

gathering at which we learn, pray and eat together - details are in the flyer 

attached. And finally, I’m always up for a coffee and a chat and / or to pray with 

people - please feel free to ask. 

 

Best Wishes 

Father Stephen 
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Please join us at 7pm on Thursday 10th September  

All parents are invited to attend. 
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